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Ing backward and swinging the censer, and followed by a
procession of men and boys chanting and bearing candles.
When they put down the bier in the nave, the priest walked
around it, prostrating himself on each side. He then took
a large silver crucifix and held it up for the people to kiss,
repeating as they pressed forward the Arabic salutation for
feast days, equivalent to " Many happy returns of the day!"
literally, "Every year may you be at peaceV As the peo-
ple went out they stopped before a small table at which was
seated the " wakll," or lay-agent of the church, with a plate
before him containing a mixture of oil and dough, into
which he dipped a candle, making the sign of the cross on
the forehead of those who left a piece of money. Later
the image was placed in the " tomb/' or opening under one
of the side altars at the south of the nave, which had been
decorated with flowers and candles in preparation for the
burial. In the villages the ritual is less elaborate. A sim-
ple crucifix is placed on a black cloth resting on a chair,
the cloth taking the place of the bier.
Our account of the Syrian "burial" follows, in the main,
the description given me by a late deacon in the Jacobite
Church, with some added details. At the south side of the
nave, in front of the ikonostasis, is erected a life-size cross,
in shape of a T, the top vertical bar being supplied by a
small cross, which later is removed. At either end of the
crossbar of the T are placed candles. In the course of the
reading, when reference is made to the breaking of the legs
of the two thieves, the candle on the left is broken and then
put out by one of the laymen. At the reference to the " vin-
egar and gall" a liquid under this name is given to the
people to drink. Toward the close of the service the priest
takes down the cross, and laying it on a long towel that
rests on his open palms, bears it in procession three times
around the church and into the sanctuary. On the altar
is a basin of water mingled with vinegar and sweet per-
fumes. Washing the cross in this water, he covers it with
cotton and wraps it in a towel, and places it in the space
under the altar, amid spices, with a lamp by its side and a
curtain in front. Here it remains till Easter. According

